Atlas Initiatives

Codebook — Field Definitions & Classification Guide

Basic Fields

Name of the initiative
The official name of the initiative, project, or platform as presented on its public website.

Organization
The full name of the organization(s) responsible for managing or running the initiative.

Starting year
The year the initiative started operating.

Website

The URL of the initiative's official website. If the organization is the same as the initiative, use the
organization's website.

Social media

Links to social media channels for the initiative, if available; if not, include links to the organization's social
media profiles.

City
The city where the main headquarters of the initiative or managing organization is located (if available and
applicable).

Country
The country where the initiative or managing organization is headquartered.

Description
A brief summary of what the initiative does, based on information available online from public sources.

Contact email
A publicly available contact email address for the initiative and/or a link to "contact us" forms.

Last update
The date on which this information was last verified or updated.

Decade of creation
To facilitate filtering, it shows the decade the initiative was created (example: 2010-2019).

Targeted Forms of Influence

Legitimate practices that may be used to engage in corruption or other forms of undue influence. These are
the issues that the organisations and/or initiatives seek to address, either directly or indirectly, through their
activities.

Political finance
Financial contributions, donations, or expenditures linked to political parties, candidates, or political campaigns.
While political financing is a necessary component of democratic systems, it may lead to corruption or other
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forms of undue influence when funding is used, for example, to gain privileged access, secure contracts or
services, or exchange of favours.

Lobbying
Activities aimed at influencing elected and appointed public officials or policy-making processes on behalf of
specific interests. While lobbying can be a legitimate means of participation, it may raise concerns when
conducted without adequate transparency and accountability, as this can result in unbalanced access to, and
undue influence over decision-making.

Revolving doors
The movement of individuals between public office and private sector positions. While such job mobility can be
legitimate, it may also create risks of undue influence, conflicts of interest, or regulatory capture if not properly
regulated and monitored.

Personal connections
Family ties, friendships, informal networks of acquaintances. These connections are common in social and
political life but may be used to gain preferential access to power or influence public decisions in ways that
weaken fairness and accountability.

Media influence
The use of legacy or social media to shape public opinion or political outcomes. This becomes problematic when
it is used to advance narrow corporate or political interests, for example by capturing media workers and/or
media owners and interfering in the content production in ways that undermine pluralism and independent
reporting.

Targeted Forms of Corruption and Associated Actions

Specific types of corruption and related practices that organisations and/or initiatives seek to address, either
directly or indirectly, through their activities.

Embezzlement
The misappropriation of public or entrusted funds and goods for personal or unauthorised use.

Conflict of interest
Situations in which private/personal interests interfere, or appear to interfere, with the impartial performance of
public duties.

Public procurement fraud
Manipulation of public purchasing processes to favour specific bidders or secure unlawful gains.

Illicit financial flows
Movements of money, often cross-border, linked to illegal activities.

Bribery
Offering, giving, receiving, or soliciting an undue advantage to influence someone or a decision-making process.

Misuse of public funds
Use of public resources for purposes other than those officially intended.

Tax avoidance and evasion
Practices aimed at reducing tax liabilities through illegal means (evasion) or exploitation of legal loopholes
(avoidance).

Corporate greenwashing
Misleading claims or practices that falsely present corporate activities as environmentally responsible and
friendly.

lllicit enrichment
Significant increase in assets that cannot be reasonably explained by declared/lawful income.

Electoral fraud
lllegal actions that interfere with the integrity of electoral processes or outcomes.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 101132405.

RE RESPOND * Funded by

Rescuing Democracy from Political * % ol the European Unlon

Corruption in Digital Societies



Money laundering
Concealing the origins of illicitly obtained funds to make them appear legitimate.

Corporate corruption
Corrupt practices carried out by or within companies.

Corruption in privatisation
Manipulation of privatisation processes for private gain, often involving undervaluation or insider dealings.

Other
Any other type not covered by the other categories.

Type of Organisation

The institutional nature of the actor leading or managing the initiative.

Government
Public authorities and state institutions at local, national, or supranational level.

Civil society organisation (national/regional)
Non-governmental, non-profit organisations operating primarily at national or sub-national level.

International organisation
Intergovernmental or transnational bodies operating across multiple countries.

News media
Journalistic organisations/initiatives and media outlets engaged in investigative reporting or public information.

Concerned citizen(s)
Initiatives led by individuals or informal groups without a formal organisational structure.

Private stakeholder
Private companies, business associations, or other for-profit actors.

University
Higher education institutions and academic research centres.

Mixed
Initiatives jointly led or governed by actors from different organisational types.

Main Type of Action(s)
The activities the organisation and/or initiative primarily carries out.

Public demonstrations
The organisation of protests, marches, rallies, or other public actions aimed at raising awareness, mobilising
citizens, and exerting public pressure against corruption and/or lack of accountability.

Uncovering and publicising
Investigating suspicious actions, undue influence and/or corrupt practices and making them public through
reports, publications, complaints, or disclosures supported by testimonies, documents, or other evidence.

Whistleblowing support
Exposing undue influence and corruption by facilitating the leaking of inside information or documents, and by
providing secure channels, legal assistance, protection, or other forms of support to whistleblowers.

Monitoring
Systematically observing, tracking, and documenting instances of actions as a way to spot suspected or actual
corrupt behaviour, follow policy implementation and/or decision-making processes.

Governance participation
Direct engagement in governance processes, including participation in decision-making, law-making,
consultations, or advisory bodies at local, national, or international levels against undue influence, corruption

and lack of transparency and accountability.
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Open data and transparency promotion
Initiatives that open, improve access to, or promote the use of public data and information in order to enhance
transparency, accountability, and public scrutiny.

Advocacy
Efforts to influence public opinion, policies, or institutional practices through campaigns, lobbying, strategic
communication, or engagement with decision-makers to promote integrity and anti-corruption reforms.

Other
Actions that do not fall clearly within the categories above but are nonetheless aimed at promoting transparency,
accountability, integrity, or anti-corruption objectives.
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